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In the ultimate analysis, the Communist Party's infantile disorder
of revolution destroyed the party itself in all respects more than it
succeeded in destroying society.
The comrades in prison split two and then three ways. The party
journal, functioning outside, began listing many big leaders as
"traitors." The wives of several of them so denounced reproved
them and denied them even the position of "husband/' Such wives
were hailed as heroines by the party.
For having described Bernard Shaw as a progressive thinker and
Bharati as a progressive poet, several comrades were compelled to
undergo "self-criticism."
The ideological dictum was that no one could be a progressive
unless he had his origin in the working class. After heated
commentaries on the dictum, many educated comrades submitted
themselves to "self-criticism" for their "errors." I heard of these
cruelties and laughed to myself.
I thought that the cause of such bizarre developments was the
party's premature and untimely foray into revolutionary activity.
A violent revolution was indeed necessary. What I concluded even
then was that before conditions in the country were propitious for
revolution, the Communist Party had hastily issued its call for
revolution.
NOTE
1 Premises of the well-known newspaper, The Hindu. Named after S. Kasturi-
ranga lyengar who made a noteworthy contribution towards making The Hindu
an important national newspaper.